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which were economically important.1 The process of man's
alienation from the soil was still in its beginnings, and the
evidence from comedy in general does not disprove the view
that in the last part of the fifth century not more than a quarter
of the Athenian citizens was without landed property.2 Beyond
doubt, Athens and Attica were a State and a country with a
large class of small farmers.
In spite of all these facts, there was an undeniable cleavage
between townsfolk and countryfolk. The peasants would
incline to pride themselves on rarely going to town and know-
ing little of the evil things going on there.3 A peasant, wearing
perhaps his warm cap, the rural kyne, attracted attention in
town.4 Someone who seems to have come to town, along with
a very typical peasant, was asked* 'Are you going to bring to
town this "rest-harrow" ', this weed from the countryside?5
There actually was an opposition between town and country,
caused chiefly by differences of social position and intellectual
level Here we must be specially careful not to take as valid
evidence what is tendentious or satiric in comedy. Aristo-
phanes frequently gives idealized pictures of a delightful
bucolic life,, and, on the other hand, dwells on and exaggerates
the wickedness of town life.6 But even in such one-sided pic-
tures, when he jokes, for instance, about the differences of
language and behaviour, the poet has to keep close enough to
real facts in order to be understood and to evoke the right kind
of laughter. Everybody who 'reeked of the fields', also 'reeked
of a peasant's behaviour' 7 Euripides was abused because of
his 'agrarian' mother 8 It was indeed a clever touch to make
Strepsiades stress the difference of smell between himself and
his wife; he had the peasant's inferiority complex.9 The word
astetos, which indicated the townsman, became an expression
for a 'fine man', and 'urban' meant something like 'refined' or
comme tl faut.10 At the same time the word agroikos developed
1 Also Francotte, II, 320, believes that Aristotle's words on migration to town
should not be taken too literally
2 Francotte, II, 336   Heichelheim, 388, based on Lysias XXXIV
3 Eur El 298$ Or 9178
4  C.268                     5adesp 438
6  Some examples for the former A 32fF, K 8o5fF, P 529^", 5691*, frg 387; for
the latter A 836$ 978^, K 384f
7 adesp. 831                8 F 840                ' C 495; cf. 1457
10 F-5,901, 906, PI 1150, Alkaios 26.